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Somerset Road Safety receives injury collision data from Avon and Somerset Police. The                           
information is stored on a database for analysis to highlight óat riskô user groups and                   
locations with high collision rates. The data is used to produce detailed reports and make                                     
recommendations for possible solutions to problems. These recommendations may      
include engineering measures or education interventions for road users. Targeted        
education of road users is achieved through a number of education programmes taking 
the road safety message into schools, colleges and communities ï to the drivers of today 
and tomorrow and to older drivers who wish to drive safely for longer. 
 

Details of the full range of education programmes presented by Somerset Road Safety 
can be found at: www.somersetroadsafety.org 
 

This casualty review analyses collision and casualty statistics for the year 2016,                     
comparing them to the previous five year period, particularly focusing on defined target 
groups. 
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Somerset County Council aims to reduce road casualty rates by applying the                                   
experience and expertise of the emergency services and other organisations with 

knowledge of road safety across the County. The quality of life of Somerset residents and 
visitors to the County is significantly improved by reducing the risk of collisions on the roads. 

Introduction 

Road Casualty Review 2016 

http://www.somersetroadsafety.org


 н 

Introduction 

Based on the latest Department for Transport (DfT) advice, released in September 2017, the 
values placed on the prevention of injury collisions are as follows; a fatal collision Ã2,053,814; 
a serious collision Ã237,527; and a slight injury collision Ã24,911, with an average cost of 
Ã83,893 per collision. Therefore, the average financial cost of the 1,054 reported injury                
collisions that occurred in Somerset in 2016 was Ã88,423,222. The estimated values include 
casualty and collision related costs arising from; lost output, medical and paramedic treatment, 
police, insurance, administration and damage to property elements.  

If you would like to know more about collisions in your neighbourhood, please visit Crash Map 

or Collision Map, free to use web sites that allow you to view where crashes have occurred  

nationally: http://www.crashmap.co.uk  or http://www.collisionmap.uk   

DfT statistics, published on 27 April 2017, indicate that in Somerset vehicular traffic using                 
Local Authority roads increased by 7% over the five years 2012 to 2016, whilst traffic on Trunk 
roads through Somerset fell by 6% over the same period.  

The volume of traffic on Somersetôs roads increased in 2016 according to estimates from the       
Department for Transport (DfT). A total of 4,107 million vehicle miles were travelled during the 
year, compared to 3,985 million vehicle miles in 2015 (an increase of 3.1%). Regionally and 
nationally, the rate of increase was lower (at 2.6% and 2.2% respectively). Historically, traffic 
volumes in Somerset rose steadily between 1993 and 2007, followed by a period of decline 
until 2012 and are now on the increase again. Overall volumes are currently just 3.9% higher 
than a decade ago but 26.6% higher than 20 years ago. Whilst traffic flows are increasing,     
collision numbers are showing a generally downward trend through local and national road 
safety work, as well as safer vehicles and investments in road improvements. The county has 
an additional 19 miles of road compared to ten years ago, an overall increase of 0.45% (by               
comparison, the national increase over the same period has been 1.5%).                        

See: www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/tra89-traffic-by-local-authority 

There is no obligation for people to report personal injury collisions to the police (although 
there is an obligation under certain conditions, as outlined in the Road Traffic Act). It has            
always been problematic to establish the level of under reporting of Personal Injury Collisions. 
The following data set, being the full range of all collisions and casualties on roads in                           
Somerset recorded by Avon and Somerset Police, is as complete as it can be.  

Other data sources that have now become available have also been considered during the 
preparation of this report. This includes information regarding serious casualties recorded by 
the Trauma Area Regional Network that covers Somerset.  

It should be noted that there is no single underlying factor that drives road casualties. Instead, 
there are a number of influences such as: 

¶ The distance people drive 

¶ The different vehicles people drive  

¶ The varying behaviours of drivers, riders,                  
pedestrians, cyclists etc 

Somerset has 4,225 miles of road 
making it the thirteenth longest                              

network in England. 

http://www.crashmap.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/tra89-traffic-by-local-authority


 о 

KSI Child KSI 16-24 yrs KSI 60+ yrs KSI VRU KSI

 2016 Casualty Targets

 2016 Actual Casualties

Targets 

Somerset 2016 Targets and Actual 2016 Casualties  

In 2012 Somerset Road Safety set new annual targets for 2020 in five key categories: 

  

¶ Total number of Killed and Seriously Injured (KSI) casualties 

¶ Vulnerable road users KSI casualties (Pedestrian, Motorcycle or Pedal Cycle casualties) 

¶ 60+ years KSI casualties 

¶ 16-24 years KSI casualties  

¶ Child 0 ï 15 years KSI casualties 

In 2016 Somerset Road Safety met all bar one of itôs                                           

casualty reduction targets  

Percentage difference between 2016 casualty targets and  

actual casualties in Somerset in 2016. 
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Areas of Concern 

From the analysis work carried out as part of this review, the following have been identified as 
areas of specific concern from which more detailed analysis will be undertaken. 

 

¶ Consistently over the five years, 2012 to 2016, collision and casualty numbers have  
remained highest on óAô class roads across the county.  

¶ There has been a fluctuating, but downward trend in the number of car users killed or 
seriously injured in Somerset. Car users continue to represent the greatest proportion  
of collisions compared to other road users.  

¶ Despite an overall fall in the number of casualties in the 16-24 years age group they are  
still over represented in the KSI figures compared to other age groups. 

¶ Over the 5 year period, the number of KSI pedal cyclists in road collisions has steadily 
decreased from 23 to 13, a 44% reduction.  

¶ Increase in slight severity casualties between 2015 and 2016. 

¶ Overall increase in child casualties.  

¶ Increase in KSI in the 60+ age group, with the figure of 54 in 2016 being 7 (15%) higher 
than the target.  
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Annual Statistics/Data Comparison 

¶ In 2016 there were 1,553 recorded casualties resulting from collisions on the roads of 
Somerset: 25 of these were fatal, 158 were serious and 1370 were slight severity               
casualties. 

¶ Overall, killed and seriously injured collisions and casualty numbers have shown a          
downward trend in the last five years. Slight severity injuries however have fluctuated 
over that period culminating in an end of period increase.  

¶ There were 3 motorcyclist fatalities on Somersetôs roads in 2016, 1 more than in 2015 
(an increase of 50%). Motorcyclist fatal collisions made up 13% of all fatal collisions in 
2016.    

¶ 12% of all fatal casualties in 2016 (3 out of 25), occurred on the M5 or A303 trunk roads 
through Somerset, as opposed to 27% (6 out of 22) in 2015. Collisions on trunk roads are 
reportable by Local Highway Authorities, but Highways England is responsible for any 
collision reduction work on these roads.  

¶ Over the period, 50% of all casualties resulted from collisions on óAô class roads                    
(Inc. Trunk) whilst 33% were from collisions on unclassified roads.   

¶ In 2016, 57% (13) of all fatal collisions occurred on óAô class roads, compared to                    
64% (14) in 2015.   

Casualties 

There was a decrease of 27 KSI casualties in 2016 compared to 2015  

 
 Severity 

Total 
 Fatal Serious Slight 

2012  35 177 1317 1529 

2013  28 190 1390 1608 

2014  33 185 1405 1623 

2015  22 188 1245 1455 

2016  25 158 1370 1553 

% change 2015 - 2016 
     

     

% change 2012 - 2016 
     

     

14% 16% 10% 7% 

29% 11% 2% 4% 
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Annual Statistics/Data Comparison 

¶ 1,054 collisions resulting in personal injury on Somerset roads were recorded in 2016. 23 
of these were fatal, 138 serious and 893 slight severities. 

¶ As the tables show, the annual number of fatal collisions has fluctuated over the past          
5 years, increasing from 27 in 2012 to 32 in 2014, before falling to 23 in 2016.  

¶ The number of serious casualties, whilst fluctuating over the five years, has                       
demonstrated a fall compared to 2012.  

¶ The number of pedestrian casualties rose from 138 in 2012 to a high of 170 in 2013,                
before fluctuating and finishing at 154 in 2016.  

¶ In 2013 the number of motorcycle collisions fell by around 18% from the previous year 
before increasing 26% the following year. The 2015 figure for motorcycle collisions            
remained at a similar level to the 2014 figure before dropping by 60 incidents (36%) in 
2016. During the 5 year period the number of licensed motorcycles owned in the                   
Southwest increased by 2.4%.   

¶ Consistently over the five years, collision and casualty numbers have remained highest 
on óAô class roads across the county and, in 2016, 54% of KSI casualties occurred on this 
class of road. Car users represent the greatest proportion of road user types involved in 
these collisions, with one third of those occurring at a óTô junction. 

¶ 52% of collisions on óAô roads occur where there is a speed limit of 40 mph, or below. 

¶ 48% of collisions on óAô roads were recorded where the speed limit was greater than             
40 mph, 55% of KSI casualties occurred on these rural sections.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collisions 

  Severity 
Total 

  Fatal Serious Slight 

2012  27 156 892 1075 

2013  28 170 959 1157 

2014  32 158 973 1163 

2015  22 158 842 1022 

2016  23 138 893 1054 

% change 2015-2016 
     

     

% change 2012-2016 
     

     
15% 

6% 

2% 12% 

3% 5% 13% 

1% 
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1.1 Collisions/Casualties by Population 

¶ Somerset has an estimated population of 548,720 based on the growth trend over the 
previous 4 years from 534,950 in 2012.  

¶ Per 100,000 of Somerset population, both fatal severity collision and overall casualty 
numbers have shown a general downward trend since 2012, despite a small increase in 
2016 compared to 2015.  

¶ In the same period serious severity collision and casualty numbers both demonstrated a 
gradual increase followed by a fall to below the 2012 figure. 

¶ Slight severity collisions and casualties performed similarly from 2012 to 2015 and then 
increased for the first time in five years. Although not a specific reduction target, this                
increase is a concern that will be monitored. 

Although postcode analysis indicates that around 23% of drivers involved in a collision in Som-
erset originated from a different local authority, this situation can be considered to be                 
balanced by those involving Somerset drivers elsewhere. This has not been considered within 
the population analysis.   

1. County Statistics  

2016 Somerset Casualties by Population 2016 Somerset Collisions by Population 
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1. County Statistics  

1.2 Collisions by Season and Month 

¶ During the 5 years from 2012 to 2016, there has been a recurring pattern in Somerset of 
the highest percentages of collisions occurring in summer and autumn. By overlaying  
figures recorded by DfT during the same period for average daily traffic flows there               
appears to be a direct correlation with collision numbers increasing with volumes.     

¶ This is echoed in collisions recorded by month, which clearly follow the increase in traffic 
flow recorded between April and July. 

Collisions and Daily Traffic Flow by Season Average over 5 Years 

Average Collisions per month against Daily Traffic Flows 

DfT Traffic Flows  87.8 93 96.9 99.4 101.9 103 106.3 106.5 105.6 104.2 100.9 94.4 

Recorded  PICs  90.2 77.8 85 80.2 88.6 96 107 95.8 92.6 99.6 94.4 87 

PIC = Personal injury collision 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Recorded PICs DfT Traffic Flows
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
2015/16

% change

Motorway 44 36 55 51 43

A303 (T) 41 47 49 43 39

A36 (T) 5 7 7 9 14

A class (inc A303 and A36) 539 563 595 479 543

A class roads 493 509 539 427 490

B class roads 105 141 144 103 134

Unclassified roads 387 416 368 389 334

Total 1075 1156 1162 1022 1054
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2. Collisions/Casualties by Road Class 

2.1 Collisions by Road Class 

2016 Location of Collisions on óAô Roads  

NB: The above totals exclude the combined óAô road and Trunk road figures                                          
as these have been accounted for separately 

 

¶ Consistently during the 5 years, the majority of collisions in Somerset occurred on óAô 
class roads. Even without the inclusion of the óAô class Trunk roads shown on the table 
above, the other óAô roads recorded the highest number of collisions.  

¶ In 2016, 9% of collisions occurred on the DfT Trunk road network throughout the county 
(M5, A303 and A36), 46% occurred on all other óAô class roads, 13% on óBô class roads 
and 32% on unclassified roads.  

¶ There had been a downward turn in the year on year figures for collisions on óAô class 
roads (not including trunk road figures) until 2015; however there was a negative spike in 
2016 when numbers increased by 15% (63 collisions) compared to the previous year.  

¶ From 2012 to 2016 casualties resulting from collisions on unclassified roads fluctuated. 
The actual number of casualties on unclassified roads ranged from a low of 473 in 2014 
to a high of 543 in 2013. 


